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ABSTRACT 


[,..]are we so constrained by political correctness that we would rather trace the Orlando atrocity to homophobia 
than Islam so that it becomes a problem for us rather than for them? Because that's exactly how we have behaved 
when it comes to women. 


FULL TEXT 


It’s time our leaders stood up and confronted the threat being presented to Western society 
ANOTHER week, another act of Islamist violence, another hate preacher arriving in Australia to spread his poison, 
another homegrown hate preacher proving it isn’t just an imported problem and the community getting more and 
more sick of political leaders failing to speak the truth. 

When will we finally get real and accept that there’s a deadly cancer within Islam? The Orlando terrorist may have 
been a loner and perhaps struggling with his own sexuality but he was also a regular mosque-goer, an associate of 
the first American suicide bomber, someone who cheered the Twin Towers attack, had been previously 
investigated by the FBI as a terror risk and claimed to be a relative of Osama bin Laden. In the midst of his 
premeditated killing spree, he called the emergency hotline to announce his allegiance to Islamic State. 

How many times must people kill chanting "Allahu Akbar" for our leaders to overcome their squeamishness and 
stop the patently ridiculous insistence that Islamist extremism has nothing to do with Islam. This week, leaders 
including President Barack Obama, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Opposition Leader Bill Shorten yet again 
dodged around the "I” word while the world reeled in horror from yet another outrage perpetrated in its name. Yes 
he chose to murder innocent people via the soft target of a gay nightclub (that’s the "who") and yes lax gun laws 
made it easy (that’s the "how”), but there’s no getting around it that the "why” was Islamic extremism. 

We’ve had the attack on police in Melbourne's Endeavour Hills, the Lindt Cafe siege in Sydney, more police attacks 
in NSW and the visit last week of British-born Islamic hate preacher Dr Farrokh Sekaleshfar who advocates death 
for homosexual acts and who was welcomed by local Muslim groups before the media exposed him and he fled 
the country. 

Sadly, we no longer need to import our hate preachers as we have more than enough of our own. While the 
imported ones might be dealt with by a more consistent application of the character test for visa applications, 
others are Australian citizens who lead local Islamic organisations. As we saw on Thursday night, they can even 
end up at a dinner with the Prime Minister. Fair enough, have a Ramadan Iftar dinner at Kirribilli House but if the 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Australian Federal Police, the ceremonial branch and the Prime 
Minister’s own office can't recognise a hate preacher and exclude him, we have a massive problem. 

Worse still is that even when exposed for his repugnant views on gays, women and other minorities, Sheik Shady 
Alsuleiman remains president of the Australian National Imams Council. Surely we should be demanding his 
resignation from this leadership position? Why hasn’t the Imams Council stood up and said he doesn’t reflect the 
views of Australian Muslims? The Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition have also been deafening in 
their silence on his ongoing leadership of the Imams Council and we are right to feel they're letting us down. 

In her recent book, the former Muslim Ayaan Hirsi AN, who’s been living under 24-hour police protection for years 
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because of a fatwa against her, cited research that three-quarters of Pakistanis and two-fifths of Iraqis believe that 
the punishment for apostasy should be death. It is also the case that homosexuality is criminalised in 40 out of 57 
Muslim-majority countries. It might only be in the Islamic State caliphate that homosexuals are routinely thrown 
off tall buildings (and filmed for propaganda value) but many Muslim countries condone the killing of converts, the 
stoning of adulterers and the maiming of thieves. 

It's true that in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), for instance, there are about 70 Christian churches, with new ones 
opening; alcohol is available in hotels; and people's private lives are generally their own business. Still, in much of 
the Muslim world, the tendency is towards medievalism -- not away from it -- with more enforcement of Sharia law 
and more subjugation of women and min-orities, particularly homosexuals. 

If President Al Sisi of Egypt, himself a devout Muslim, can call for a "religious revolution" inside Islam, why can't 
Western leaders support this call? Instead, are we so constrained by political correctness that we would rather 
trace the Orlando atrocity to homophobia than Islam so that it becomes a problem for us rather than for them? 
Because that's exactly how we have behaved when it comes to women. We would much rather find examples of 
Muslim women living free and open lives than expose the all-too-common examples of women suffering abuse, 
child marriage, lack of formal education, gender mutilation, bigamous marriages and more. 

The right response to Islamist terrorism is abundantly clear: with our allies, we need a more resolute Middle 
Eastern military campaign against the caliphate which is its most obvious inspiration; at home, our police and 
security agencies need to be given all the resources and powers they need to monitor potential terrorists and 
disrupt potential attacks; we need to work with "live and let live" Muslims, here and abroad, to promote Islamic 
versions of the Reformation and the Enlightenment; and, most of all, we need to speak the truth. 

Until mainstream Islam can cope with diversity, the world is doomed to more terror attacks. While we haven't heard 
much about national security in this campaign, there’s no doubt that the atrocity in Orlando (and the uncertainty it 
brings), just like those in Brussels, Istanbul, Paris, Melbourne, Sydney, Boston, Fort Hood, London, New York and 
more, will loom large as we cast our ballots. 

A note of warning to our major parties is that leaders who fail to address community concern by speaking truth on 
this issue will leave our political culture vulnerable to fringe parties and individuals who have agendas that are not 
in our national interest. Simply trying to shut down this debate on Islamic extremism will not make it go away. 
Leaders must lead. 

THUMBS UP Malcolm Turnbull deserves credit for resisting populist pressure to match Labor's $100 million 
taxpayer handout to South Australian business, Arrium Steel. While no one likes to see a business struggle, it isn't 
right for taxpayers to pick winners by helping one and not others. 

THUMBS DOWNIf it wasn't bad enough that Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman was invited to dinner with Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull at Kirribilli House last week, his unacceptable views on gays, women and other minorities should 
have seen him removed from the Australian National Imams Council the next day. Instead, he's still there and he's 
still the president. Surely tolerant Muslims must speak out? 
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